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says he will do something, he should do it,
or else he should not make the promise,

Hon. C. B. Williams: We were not at war
ten years ago, and the promise should have
been earried out.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes, or else it should
not have heen made. There is a vast differ-
ence hetween wanting somcthing done by
someone and that someone, having been
responsible for the original position, then
Josing interest in the matter. I understand
a somewhat similar position arises in connee-
tion with the nurses’ trouble at Claremont.
Their organisation wanted to allow the girls
to go to Claremont for a month and now
the authorities will not allow that month to
be treated as part of their course of
training.

The Honorary Minister: You are wrong.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The reason for their
attitude is that they were assured that some
promise had been made by the department,
and now they will not aceept the depart.
ment’s assurance. An impression is growing
that one cannot trust a department unless
one gets something in writing. Ob the other
hand, I am sure that any promise made by
a Minister is carried out. I do not believe
that any Minister would make a promise and
not earry it ont. Mr. Cornish raised the
question of edncation, and I am very glad
the hon. member did so. The subject has
becn chopped to pieces for years, as regards
the need for better edueation. Mr. Cornish,
however, raised 2 point which has been
worrying several members for a long time—
accommodation for high school pupils. 1
fail to understand the Education Depart.
ment’s atfitude in regard to that matfer. If
the high school system is to be extended to
certain areas, accommodation for pupils is
jnst ns important ag the school itself. The
school is of no use wunless accommodation
is available for pupils.

Hon. J. Cornell: The major question is
to get primary edueation into the country.

Hon. L, CRATG : Tt is useless to provide
high schools in country centres unless accom-
modation is provided for children, resident
at a distance from the centre, to stay at.
That must be done, It is really part of the
scheme., In the past schools like the Bunbury
High School have proved vensonably satis-
factory, children being adeommodated all
over the town. The Conntry Women’s
Association has promised fo conduct a hostel
for- the high school ehildren in Bunbury;
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hat why should women be expected to spend
their time and energy in running hostels? I
do not know. The feeling of the women is
that somebody has to do that work, I trust
that in any future scheme for the expansion
of the high school system, the matter of
aceommodation will receive attention.

Weo must lift our system of education to
a higher plane, and, in my opinion, the
accommodation part of the system is part of
the high scheol. Without accommodation, T
repeat, & high school is useless. Hostels in
assoetation with high schools need not neces-
sarily be conducted by the Government. I
do not want the Government to run them.
I do, however, want the Government to
supervige the hostels. A hostel built by the
Government can be let, if that course is
thought desirable; but there must be a super-
vising board. If we want to lift the standard
of education for country people—by which
term I mean people living at a distance of
eight or ten miles from a school-—measures
must be taken to allow the children of such
people to attend school five days per week,
with good accommodation under supervision.
T support the motion,

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Tuesday, the 22nd August.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.50 p.m.

Wegislative Assembly,

Wednesday, 9th August, 1944,

Pal
Quiestlon : Country weter supplies, as to de-lonkalng

process ...
JTuave of absonce w142
Address-In-reply, sixth day .. e 142

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.
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QUESTION—COUNTRY WATER

SUPPLIES.
-ls to De-ionizing Process.
Mr. WATTS asked the Minister

Works:

(1) Has his attention been drawn to an
article in the “Westralian Farmers' News”
of the 13th July, 1944, referring to a pro-
cess called “de-ionizing” of water?

(2} Have enquiries been made as to this
process and to the likelihood of its being of
service jn extracting saline matter from
water available in various parts of West-
ern Australia?

(3 Is it likely to he of serviee in solving
any of the problems of country water sup-
ply which are associated with salinity or
mineral content o water?

(4) If answers to the above are not avail-
able, will he have £nil enquiries made to
ascertajin the possibilily of this form of
treatment in view of the problems associ-

ated with salt and mineralised water in this
State?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No.

(2), (3) and (4) The subjeet is receiving
the consideration of the Government Analvst
and a full report will be received in due
course. It is understood that the proeess is
a very er)eﬂsi\'e one.

for

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motions by Mr, Wilson, leave of
absence for two weeks granted to the Minis-
ter for the North-West (Hon, A. A. AL
Coverley) on the ground of urgent public
business; for one month to Mr. Styants
(Kalgoorlie) and Mr. Raphael (Viectoria
Park) on the ground of military serviee;
and for one month to Mr. Newton (Green-
ourh) an the ground of Air Favee serviee
oversea.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Stxth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth} [4.33]: I de-
sire in the first place to offer my congratula-
tions to you, Sir, on your re-election to the
exalted position you oecupy, and to congratu-
late you on the manner in which vou have
carricd ont the duties of your high office in
the past. This you have done with a true
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sense of dignity and impartiality. I hope
vou will long he spared to earry out those
duties. I take this opportunity also to con-
gratulate the Premier on baving reached an-
other milestone on life’s highway. I am sure
I am expressing not only my own sentiments,
bhut those of all memhers and of many
people ontside when I venture the hope that
the Premier will he long spared to earry on
his geod work and that he will have many
happy returns of the day. We are very for-
tunate in being able to assemble again in
this Parliament in the midst of a world war.
The news that is eoming to hand from the
varions theatres of war is ceriainly extremely
encouraging. The position in the la:t few
months has considerably changed. When we
realise the desperate state of affairs in 1940
compared with the position today we have
reason to be grateful for what has happened
and thankful te those men of the Allied
Forces who, through their valour and in-
domitable eourage, have brought about this
change in the situation.

T agrec with the remarks of the member
for Mt. Marshall who yesterday mentioned
the debt of gratitude we owe, especially fo
the men of our own Fighting Forces. When
we consider what those men have gone
through in the various theatres of war in
which they have been engaged-—whether in
the Air Force, the Army or the Navy-—we
have reason to feel pround of them, Through
Libyn, Tobruk, Crete and New CGuinea they
have established an extraordinary record. T
do not think thai any war in history has
heen fought uuder eonditions similar to those
that have prevailed in New Guinea. Our
troops had to conquer not only the enemy,
but also the eountry. They had to overcome
the various diseases, prineipally malaria,
with which the country is infested. What
they have accomplished in the face of such
difficulties will certainly go down in bListory.
The hon. member who addressed us yesterday
afternoon bas had some experienee of war.
He is one of those who have been through
the hurrors of two wars and he enrries one
of war's scars inflicted in the present con-
fliet. Tle has heen spared and has now come
amongst us to take part in the affairs of
state,

The member for Claremont, when address-
ing the House yesterday referred to the
question of employment. He appeared to
express a doubt as to whether employment
was inevitable, I asked him during his
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speveh whether he did not consider fall em-
plovment inevitahle. I eannot see why it
should not be. For the second time in 30
vears the world is in the shadow of war,
Thirty years ego last Friday the nations were
plunged into the first world war and we were
told that that war was to be fought to end war
and to make the world safe for democraey.
Nonr of these things cventuated, and now,
for the second time in 30 vears, the world
is plunged into another war. The youth of
this continent, the eream of Australia’s man-
hood, are again offering their lives on the
altar of their country’s service. It is to those
comrades in arms that our thanks and grati-
tude are extended, and if they ave fo gain
anything from their saerifiee, for the in-
Juries they have suffered and the miseries
they have gone through, the least they ecan
expert is employment. If that is not avail-
able to them and if we do not, when the war
is over, establish some semblance of the new
order that is so glibly talked about, I am
very nuch afraid there will he another con-
fliet.
Mr. Lestie: It will be inevitable.

My, NEEDHAM: The member for Wagin
laughs, but T ecan assure him this is ne
laughing matter. The eonflict T have in mind
will be vastly different from that in which we
are now engaged. It will be a revolt amongst
fhe peoples of the Allied nations, among the
men who come hack from the varcious theatres
of war—unless some guarantee is given them
that all the promises made during the eur-
rency of the present hostilities and all the
talk ahout the establishment of a new ovder
are implemented to the full. T venture te
assert that if that is not done we will have
a civil war, whicl will be worse than the war
through which we are passing now. I wonder
why we should not be able to say definitely
that when our men return from this fearful
strugele there will be full employwment not
only for them but for all the prople of the
Allied nations. In the past war has been
aceepted as inevitable. We have heen told
that it is merely in accordance with human
nature that wars shall he fought. T 4o
not suhseribe to that doctrine.

My, Marshall: Nor would any other sane
person,

Mr. NEEDHAM: No person should be
so debased as €o subseribe to the doetrine
that. war is inevitable, There must be other
wavs of determining disputes  hetween
nalions apart from the drvead arbitrament of
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the sword, [ helieve that when the present
war is concluded there will be eivil conflicts
~—unless our social standards are improved.
I am not alone in halding that belief. The
member for Irwin-Moore yesterday told ns
that there would be another war in a few
years’ time. That is a very poor estimate of
the world and its pegples if we sre to be
hurled inte another shambles. 1 am glad to
suy that the position has vastly improved,
but the danger is that people may be lulled
into a sense of false complacency. At this
stage when we have our opponent staggering
on the ropes let us fry to give him the knock-
out blow. I am fortunate in having the
chanee to say a few words in sapport of the
adoption of the Address-in-rveply, hecause,
again aeeording to the member for Irwin-
Moore, I may soon not have the opportunity
to do so. Another promise that hon. mem-
her gave us yesterday was that in three
vears’ time the State Parliament would not
be in existenee. In those ecirecumstances, I
certninly advise members to embrace the pre-
sent opportunity to express their opinions
lest they should not have another chanece
to address themselves to sueh a motion as
that now before the House.

Mr. Berry: T said that would happen un-
less we did something, and we have not
done anything in the State Parliament for
vears.

My, NEEDHAM: I do not agree with that
a=sertion. In my opinion, the State Parlia-
wents of Australia have done much good
work daring past years. Perhaps they counld
have done better and possibly they desired
to do better. The member for Irwin-Moore
knows perfeetly well that there is an effective
hrake upon reformative legislation in nearly
all the State Parliaments throughount the
Commonwealth. He knows there is such a
body as the Legislative Conneil.

Mrs. (‘ardell-Oliver: Thank God!

My, NEEDHAM: 1f theve has been any
dearth of socinl legislation passed by State
Pazliaments to the extent that he and T counld
have wished, we can safely lay the hlame at
the door of another branch of the Legisla-
ture,

Mr. Thorn: That is a niee way hy which
this House can get out of its responsihilities
—erawling out backwards.

Mr. NEEDHADM: I cannot hear what the

hon. member says, but he will have an op-
portunity to address the House, at which
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stage he will be ahle to enlarge upon his
assertion.

Mr. Mann: That is a niece excuse!

Mr. KEEDHAM: It is no excuse at all.
Mention was made by the member for
Irwin-Moore of the necessity for a change
in our monetary system. I believe there will
be an improvement in that respect when the
present war is concluded, but I also believe
that there will not be any appreciable im-
provement in social conditions or in the
standard of living unless there is a change in
the monetary system, We can make all the
promises we like and introduce all the legis-
lation desired in this or the Commonwealth
Parliament or in any Parliament in the
British Commonwealth of Nations, but if
the present monetary system is allowed to
continue we will not make any advance,

Mr. Marshall: We will go back,

Mr, NEEDHAM: I am inclined to agrce
with the hon. memher that rather than go
forward with improved social eonditions and
living standards, we will retrogress. The
first essential towards the seeuring of a
better polivy is a change in the monetary
system. That, to my mind, is the founda-
tion on which the new order must be built.
Personally, T believe that there is every pos-
gibility of a change in the monetary system.
Leading men in the world today are agreed
on that point, and are beginning to formn-,
late plans towards that end. Unless the
necessary change is brought about, however,
nothing that this Parliament can do will ad-
vance us ot help us to attain the postion
we dexire,

Referring now to the improved position
in all the theatres of war, I supgest tha
perhaps the end of the struggle, especially in
Europe, is nearer than a few of us thought
a while ago. Of course we should keep on
doing everything possible to prosecute the
war to a vietorious and early conclusion,
but at the same time we should put ourselves
in readiness to meet the demobilisation. In
order to be prepared for demobilisation and
the rehabilitation of the service men and
women the necessary plans must be pre-
pared. I notice that in view of the improved
position as regards the war the military
authorities have removed some of the restrie-
tions imposed. My opinion is that still more
of these restrictions can be removed.

It is time we got back to normal so fav
as certain things are concerned. Air-raid
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shelters and blocked-up windows can, 1 he-
lieve, be safely removed right away; but in
that matter there is a possibility that thd
question of manpower is involved. The re-
ference in the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech lo
enlistment in YWestern Awustralia is correct.
This State has reason to be proud of the
number of enlistments here, not only from
the men but also from the women. Those en-
listments are the highest per capita in Aus-
tralin. T happen to be chairman of a war
savings certificate committee, and know what
work has been done in that respeet. Western
Australia’s eontributions to loans have also
been most creditable. From that aspect
Westorn  Australia has played a  highly
prominent part.

The Speceh contains a rveference to second-
ary industries, and that is of partienlar in-
terest. The Government is to be congratu-
Jated on the progress made despite the many
difficulties resulting from war econditions.
The development of the potash industry is
an important step forward. When that in-
dustry is in full swing, it will prove of
great bepefit to the primary industmes. Fut
more important in that connection is the
progress made in the ereetion of a wood dis-
tillation and eharcoal iron plant. In that
we have a foundation for the principal pri-
mary industries. When we have the stecl
industry operating in our midst, we shall
have the real foundation for secondary in-
dustries. I believe it to be quite possible
that in the very near future we may have
somcthing analogous to the Broken Ilill
Proprictory Company in this State. We
have the raw material, and we have the men,
and woe have the skill. We have always pos-
sessed those three things—men, material and
skill; but anfortunately before the war we
have lacked the courage to handle those
things and develop the relevant industries.
By this time we have proved oursvlves
eapable of turning out some very fine manu-
faeturcs, The war has demonstrated the
ability of our tradesmen. A’little while ago
I noticed in the Press a statement in which
a visiting expert in engineering from Great
Britain paid a high tribute to the tradesmen
of Australia, saying that nll the precision
work done here was equal to any done in the
rest of the world. That was & tribute to our
tradesmen from a man who knew what he
was talking about.
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The development and expansion of see-
ondary industries here, however, is bound up
in an especial way with the question of im-
migration. We cannot hold this vast country
unless we populate it. Here we have in
Western Ausiralia alone a vast territory fou
which we are responsible—a third of the
whole territory of the Commonwealth.
Whatever delusions we may have had in the
past about population this war has dispelled.
The war has proved that in order to hold
this country we must populate it. There
are two ways in which that end can he af-
tained. One, of course, is to envourage the
native immigrant, increasing the population
by more numerous births from our people.
We can assist in that direction by making
our standard ef living considerably higher
than it is now, and we should have to get
assistance by inviting migrants from over-
sea. As the member for Irwin-Moore said
yesterday, we shall have to make conditions
of employment in Western Australia at-
tractive to migrants.

The Labour Party, I wish to emphasise,
has never been opposed te immigration, It
has, however, always been opposed to in-
diseriminate immigration, a system under
which anybody and everybody was brought
here, fare paid, and immigrants invariably
landed in the cities after o few weeks' resi-
denee in Australia, the iesult being to glut
the labour market by entering into competi-
tion with labour alrcady here, and thus to
ereate unemployment. The Labour Party
did not approve of the system obtaining here
some years ago, when thousands of people
were brought to this State and placed on
groups. We do not want that kind of im-
migration. The idea of baving group settle-
ments was good in itself, but it was initiated
on too vast a scale. Western Aunstralia has
paid heavily for the mistakes it made in con-
neetion with group immigration. What tha
Labour Party would like to see, and what
it has always advocated, is a balaneed sys-
tem of unmigration, so that when migranis
come to this enuntry they will be immediately
placed in profitable employment, and, being
placed in proper employment, they are not
creating a drug on the market, nor competing
unfairly with other workers,

T have vivid recollections of the years
1921 and 1923, when people were coming
to this State from oversea to our group
cettlements. At that time I happened to

145

be seeretary of the Trades Hall, and every
day men were coming to me asking for as-
sistance to find them employment. I asked
them how long they had been in Western
Australia and where they had been, and
they replied that they had been for two
or three wecks on the group settlements
and aad then left. I asked them what
their otcupations were and found that they
were labourers and tradegsmen, such as
carpentevs, hoilermakers, ete,, and that not
3 per cent. of them had ever had any ex-
pericnve at all of agriculture. The result
was that we then very soon had serious un-
employment and for same time we had to
deal with 2,000 or 3,000 people out of work.
That is the kind of immigration to which
we are opposed, hut we realise that a
proper system of migralion ean he estab-
lished which will not only bring to our
shores the right kind of people but will
help o solve the problem of unemploy-
ment.

Mr. North: They will be encouraged in
great numbers in Ameriea.

Mr, NEEDHAM: That is so. Amongst
suggested post-war publie works the most.
urgent. will be that of housing. Even now,
in view of the imnprovement in the waxr
position and the possible redistribution of
manpower, something more might be done
to relieve the hounsing shortage. T under-
stanc that as a result of the Prime Min.
ister's visit to (ireat Britain and America
and the improvement in the war situation
there will shortly be a complete review of
the men in the Porees. In faet, T believe
that review is proceeding now and I am
rather hopeful that in eonsequence lal var
and materials will be released so that the
building of honses may be procceded with
even hefore the cessation of hostilities. I
need not stress the shortage of houses, as
every member is aware of it. In every
electorate there is evidence that the
demand for houses cannot he met. Thers-
fore the nuclens of the scheme will have
io lre added to econsiderably before the
houses heing built will meet the existing
demand.

The reference i the Speech to the pre-
paration of plans for the selection of sites
for uew schools and the enlavpement of
existing school arveas to meet the demand
for the post-war period is very weleome.
The proposal is good as far as it goes, hut
something more is needed for the improve-
ment of our edueational system. The edu-
eaticn of our children is of paramount im-
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portance to the community; particularly
will it be so in the post-war period if we
are to equip adequately the rising gener-
ation for the promised new order. In addi-
tion to what has been outlined in the
Hpeeeh, we must have an adequate train-
ing system for our teachers if we are to
have a suceessful system of edueation. We
have net got it at the present time; far
from it. Teaching is a most responsible
profession. Teuchers earry a fair amount
of responsihility each day. Parents hand
aver their children to the teachers for so
many hours a day.

The pavents in their own way bave en-
deavoured to form and develop the minds
of their children in an endeavour to ineul-
eate in them morality and everyihing that
is good. The child leaves home, goes to
school and the teacher takes the place of
the parent. Of course, the teacher has to
do much more than the parent can do and
so [ say his position is most responsible.
ile should have a proper course of train-
ing, one not hurried ner for a short period.
1 hope that before long the Giovernment
will he able to provide our teachers with
thai superior education. Twenty years ago
the main eollege eourse was a two-year
course. There was a short course of 12
months for training teachers for rural
schools and selected stndents were given a
three-year course, whilst a few received =
four-year course. What a vast difference
there is today and has been for some time
past! The training period is only 35 wecks,
a ridienlously short time.

The London (‘ounty Couneil, which is
responsible for the edueation of over half
a million children, has reeommended to the
British (overnment a four-year course,
The Western Ausiralian Teachers’ Union
supgests a minimum eourse of threc years.
T have here n document giving some inter-
esting information as to what is heing done
in (ireat Britein about the training of
teachers. The docuntent was reecived from
Canberra from the High Commissioner for
the United Kingdom. 1t i< dated {he 19th
WMav, 194, and 1 make the follawing quo-
tation from it:—

The Training of Tenchers in Britain.

The MaeNair Report on the Training of
Teachers and Youth Leadership has just been
pnhlished, as the Edueation Bill, which is the
most comprehensive measure in the histery of
English cdueation, nears its finnl legislative
phaze,  Full recommendations are made in
the report on the methods hy which the high-
ext  possible eduentional standard ean  he
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achieved. It iy estimated that a quarter of
a million teachers will be needed at the end
of the war te meet the huge educational de-
mand. Mere numbers are not enough, The
plan outlined in the report insists that it is
essential to bave the most highly qualified
staffs trained in the needs of the wmodern
world, The whole standard of education is to
he raised so as to attract men and women of
the Lighest intelligence and eulture to the
teaching profession. To this end the eondi-
tions prevailing in the profession are to be
radically improved and it is to be thrown open
to a far wider field of recruitment.

On the guestion of salaries that should bhe

paid to teachers, the report says:— ‘It would
be a bad day for education if the chief attrae-
tion of the teaching profcssion ever came to
be the money earned in it, but, like other pro-
fesgions, it is a matter of bread and butter.’’
The report proposes appreciably higher scales
of remuneration, eomparable with those ob-
taining in the administrative grades of the
Civil Service and in the professions generally.
‘‘“The contentment of teachers depends in a
large measure upon the spaciousness and at-
tractiveness of the buildings and grounds in
which the school conducts its work.’’ Small
clusses are considercd essential, and to this
the country is pledged. The second part of
the report deals with the actual training of
teachers and again stresses the nccessity for
the widest possible outlook. ‘‘We mnst en-
sure that those who intend to become teachers
may have a chance to enjoy a period of eduea-
tien and training which, ahove all else, will
eneourage them to live a full life themaelves
so that they may have experience apart from
their professional sftudies.’”” The ‘‘normal’?
cowrse in training colleges, it is considered,
rhould be extended from two to three yeary
with one full term?’s eontinuous practiee in o
selected school.
That is the latest proposition placed before
the British House of Commons as a result
of a commission of inguiry and members
will note the vast improvement which is pro-
posed in the position of teachers in Great
Britain and the adequate realisation of their
responsibility. T desire to stress in the first
place that the report recommends a three-
year course of training. I am not blaming
the Government beeause it has had to resort
to a 35-week training period as against two
years. I know the many difficultics, financial
and otherwise, which have compelled the
Gouvernment to take that step, but T believe
the Government realises the position and in-
tends to increase the period. Tn our new
Mimister for Fiueation we have n man who
has spent his life in the teaching profession
and he should be of wonderful assistance
to the Government in improving our eduea-
tional system.

Another matter ealling for attention is the
size of the elasses. They range today to as
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high as 50. Experienced teachers contend
that if the best results arve to he obtained
the maximum number in a class should not
exceed 30. I did not see in the MeNair report
any reference to the size of classes, but I
understand that in other parts of the world
the elasses are much less than 50. They are
somewhere about 25 or 30. After giving
serious thought te this matter I have come
to the conclusion that when a class exceeds
more than 30 pupils, it puts a severe sirain
on the teacher., These are two phases of
our educational system which are worthy of
notice and which, I daresay, will receive
the sympathetic eonsideration of the Govern-
ment. There is also the question of raising
the school age. During the last session we
passed a measure agreeing to raise the leav-
ing age to 15,

I know that certain reforms which all mean
inereased expenditure in our cducational
system are appreciated by the Government.
For instance, if we put into operation the
law allowing the inereased leaving age, it
would in itsclf, cost a lot of money simply
to provide further accommeodation. Buf the
State should not have to bear the whole of
that expenditure. I understand that nego-
tiations with the Commonwealih suggest it
should assist finaneially and that there is
much need for reform. I think the Com-
monwealth should assist. Again, we wonld
experiende difficulty in connection with man-
power and with the nceessary materials in
the early post-war years. But it is imper-
ative that these matters should receive a
very high priority so that men, money and
niaterials will be available for their imple-
mentation. The immediate requirements of
our edaeational system might be summed
up in this way: More and hetter equip-
ped schools; more teachers and a minimum
training course of three years; classes not
to exceed 30 scholars; and the extension of
the excellent system of university grants to
students introdueed by the Commonwealth.

One other matter to which 1 wish o refer
before resuming my seat, and which was
mentioned in the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech,
is the unification of railway gauges. We
are informed hy the Specch that information
is being obtained in regard to the unification
of railway gauges. We have been hearing
of the unification of railway gauges for 40
years. There was never a session of the
Commonwealth Parliament when I was a
member that the question did not arise. We
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had untold information about it. We had
reportz ad lib, from highly qualified engin-
eers, not only in regard to the necessity
for a uniform railway gange but also as to
the size of the gauge. If ever a doubt
cxisted in our minds as to the necessity tor
this, then the present war has disposed of
it. This is one of the public works erying
out for implementation, and I sincerely hope
that very early in the post-war period it
will be taken in hand and that we, in Aus-
tralia, will he able to travel from Wiluna
to the northern parts of Queensland without
the difficulties arising because of breaks of
gauge, That is all I have to say on the
Address-in-reply. L express the hope that
betore long the war in which we are en-
gaged will have come to a vietorious close.

MR, OWEN (Swan): As a newly elected
member it was with some trepidation that
I looked forward to the oceasion of my first
speeeh in this House, However, having meot
the members and listened to their delibera-
tions over the past week or so I find that
they, and even the Ministers, are only human
after all. I wish to record my appreciation
of the kindly advice and encouragement
that has been given me from all quarters
of this House. I was pleased to be associ-
ated with this Chamber in conveying to the
relatives of the late Mr, R. 8. Sampson our
sympathy. You, Mr. Speaker, knew M,
Sampson as n member of this Assembly. I
knew him ns our representative for Swan.
Because of his ability to know all that was
going on, and to keep in touch with even
the winor details of his clectorate he was
weleome in cvery section of the distriet. T
fecl sure that he has set a very high standard
for mg to follow, It remains for me to prove
whether [ ean be as good as he was.

The news from the war fronts is very
encouraging. After five years of war the
United Nations have at last got the enemy
on the run. Although vietory may not hie
in sight. it does appear to be just around the
corner and we can look forward with con-
fidence to the outecome of the war. When
victory ix achieved and the hoys and girls
of the Services veturn home, we must sce
that the lessons of the war are nat forgotten.
One cutstanding matter is that in order to
make our conlinent safe we must develop it
more thoroughly. To make it secure from
aggression we must have more population.
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[ think there is a lot in the old saying,
“Populate or perish.” In view of this I
suggest that we adopt the slogan of “Pro-
gress and popunlate.” If we adopt a progress-
ive policy and our industries are progressive
we need not worry about inducing migrants
tu our shores; they will come of their own
aceord, and once the flow starts it is likely
(v increase becanse nothing succeeds like
stueeess, and industey builds on industry.

A classie oxample of this is lo be found
in tbe rapid expansion of our goldmining
industry some 40} years ago. In the hope of
making money, people flocked here from all
parts of the world, and in eonsequence our
other industries benefited from the expan-
sion of the goldmining industry. Agrieul-
ture, partienlarly fruitgrowing, received
quite an impetus as a result of this expan-
sion. It also made possible that great feat
of engineering, the goldfields water supply,
which, in its turn, has done mueh to stabilise
the water supply of our castern wheat belt,
and made it possible to carry a larger num-
her of stock than could otherwise have been
done. Becaunse of these successes we should
have confidenee in the future and, by adopt-
ing a bold policy of expansion, we can de-
velop our State far beyond what it is at
present, Whatover the outcome of the Re-
ferendum on the 19th of this month, if must
he expeeted that the Commonwealth Govern-
went, beeause it holds all ehief avenues of
tuxation, must assist in financing any sound
scheme of rehabilitation, or industrial ex-
Pansion,

In this Siate. as a dirert consequence of
the war, many industries have languished.
We have a lot of leeway to make up. As a
result, the manufacturing, mining, building
and timber industries will have a hig call on
our manpower after the war. If we are to
achieve a balaneed economy it is only right
that these industries should be developed to
their fullest possible extent but, becanse the
sonrce of real wealth is in the land and he-
cause we have so much land suitable for
development, the agricullural industries must
receive attention. Througheut Western Ans-
fraliz we have large areas of developed and
partially developed land, and also much un-
developed Iand. T feel sure that the Minister
for Lands has alveady in mind the direelinn
that any land settlement scheme should take.
Buf beenuse I know the possibilities, or per-
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haps I shounld say the capabilities, of mak
ing a good living from a comparatively smal
area of land T would commend to hix con
sideration the suggestion that some of th
well-watered and fertile gullies which tra
verse many of our forest lands should b
opened for land settlement.

There seems 10 be an aceepted theory her
that land settlement and forest reserves ar
poles apart. That is somewhat similar to th
feeling in America in its wild west day
when the open range ranchers were per
turbed at the inroads of the so-ealled nester
or sod-busters. I cannot sce why, unde
proper direction, these things should not g
hand-in-hand. Many of these well-watere:
gullies, when developed, make ideal orchar
and garden lands. They are nsually limbere
with black butt and red gum in associatio
with swamp banksia, paper bark and ti-tre
serub, and grow very little, if any, good jar
rah. Their alienation would not in any wa;
reduce the effcetive areas of forest land
If those areas were settled and developer
they would provide ready-made firebreak:
and the roads leading to and from the settle
ments would also make firebrenks. The set
tlers would be in a pesition to afford valuabli
assistance in quelling forest fires, and would
also provide a reservoir of labour for part
time and seasonal forestry work. T ventur
to say that in this wax and within 2 range of
50 or 60 miles of Perth, hundreds of scttlers
could be established to the mutual benefit of
all concerned.

Before any new large-scale land settle
ment is launched we shounld at least mak
sure of our present settlers and see that
they are put on a seund and secuve foof
ing. So, in order to safeguard our preseni
and future settlement, an intensive pro
gramme of agricultural research should be
undertaken. The practical experience gath.
ered during the lifetime of the State
coupled with the ecapalilities of modern
research, should do munch to ensure that nc
futore land settlement is doomed to fail
ure. Other phases of indusiry and the
nmarketing and distribution of our produets
should also be grcatly developed by mod
ern researeh. We should endeavonr to gei
the ntmost out of all our industries.

The member for Claremont. speaking of
soil fertility vesterday, questioned whether
snperphospliate was not taking everything
ont of the soil and giving nothing haek. 1
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agree that superphosphate, used indiscrim-
inately and without recourse to proper
farming methods, does tend to have that
effeet, bui with proper methods it can and
does aetually build up the fertility of the
soil.  Progressive farmers, particularly in
orchards, adopt the practice of green man-
uring. A green manure erop may consist
of Jupins, ilick beans or peas planted and
grown with the intention of plonghing it
in, When the green manure crop decom-
poses it returns to the soil all the minerals
taken from it plus a large quantity of
humus, together with the nitrogen it has
exiracted from the air. The green manure,
when votted down is quite equal to stable
manure. In faet, the exereta of animals
does not add to the soil all of the mineral
value of the foodstuff consumed, beeause
the animal makes use of certain wminerals
and proteins and therefore these consti-
fuents are not returned io the seil in the
form of manure. Tn the drier areas it
wonld he impossible to grow large quanti-
ties of green manure crops, but hy a sys-
tem of erop rotation it iz posible to build
up the fertility of the soil. In former
days the practice was wheat crop, burn
stubble and re-crop annually. The fertil-
ity and soil structure were destroved and
that in turn permitied of soil erosion. But
this is not the general praetice today.

Mr. North: Then T gather that farmers
are improving the soil?

Mr. OWEN: Yes. by adopting proper
farming methods they are definitely im-
proving the soil.

Another matter of paramount import-
anee to the producer and the consumer is
that of priee-fixing. Certain primary pro-
ducts, ineluding some lines of fruit and
vegetables, have had a ceiling price im-
posed. It seems that the price-fixing regu-
lations were designed to help the consumer
and prevent unduly high prices from oper-
ating. The aim seemingly is not to prevent
profiteering on the part of the grower. In
my opinion the grower does not get all he
deserves, and the fizing of eeiling prices
without relation to grade standards is de-
finitely wrong and likely to get us nowhere.
Taking the periods of pleniiful supplies,
the ceiling prices have never heen reached,
and the wholesale returns to growers are
often low indeed. Tn these cases it is not
alwavs the consumer that benefits, A dis-
tributor who sees the opportunity—it s
hard to keep n check on each individual—
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is often free to charge the maximum price
without any relation to the maximum profit
allowed to him. On the other hand, when
commodities are in short supply it fre-
quently happens thal all grades bring the
maximum price. We have had consider-
able experience of this in the last 12
months since ceiling prices have been in
operation. 1, and many other growers,
have had the experience of sending first,
second and third-grade produce to the mar-
kets and reeeiving the maximum priee for
all grades. If the first-grade commadity
is worth the maximum—~for example, in the
case of cauliflowers, 17s. 6d. per dozen or
a retail priee of 2s. each

The Premier: Irrespective of size.

Mr. OWEN: —irrespective of size or
tuality—then the consumer of the second
ov tkird-grade produet is being robbed to
the extent of 6d. or 4d. per caunlifiower he-
cause of the inferior quality of the line.
On the other hand, if the third-grade line
is worth the eeiling price, then the supe-
rior grade is worth considerably more, and
the grower is not getting a proper return
for his labour.

My, Leslie: That does not encourage ef-
ficient farming.

Mr. OWEN: No; on the contrary, it is
tantamount to paying a premium to the
grower of the inferior product. I earnestly
hope that if the eeiling prices are to be eon-
tinued steps will be taken to implement
grading regulations so thet ceiling prices, in-
stead of evvering all produee irrespective of
grade, may he fixed in aceordance with first,
second and third or infervior grades. If this
were done, hoth the prower and the consumer
would be much better sexved.

Other speakers more able than I have dis-
cussed the needs of modern transport, and
have pointed cut the shorteomings of the rail-
ways, tramways, trolley-buses and other
forms of transport. Whilst I admit that the
difficulty has been accentuated by the war,
there is no denying the fact that improve-
ments are long overdue. If T may mention
one phase without trespassing upon the pre-
serves of other members, T would like to
refer, for the attention of the Minister for
Railways, to the matter of the carriage of
perambulators on the Perth tramears. We
would all like to see a large inerease in the
population of the State, and no doubt the
baby bonus and child endowment allowanees
will cncourage larger families, hut with the
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shortage of domestic help and the faet that
tradesmen cannot and often will not deliver
household goods to the consumer, people have
to go to the shops for them, and the mother
of a child that has to be wheeled in a pram
15 to be pitied when she has to travel by
tram.

Time and again T have seen women with
prams left standing at the stopping places
because the tram erew could not or would
not accept the prams. 1 do not know whether
it is a matter of tramway regulations or
whether it is merely an unwritten law
amongst tbe tramway men themselves that
only fwo prams may be carried on a tram ai
the one lime, hal it is a fact that many tram.
way men refuse to take more, and many
women have complained of it. If it is only
a matter of space—admittedly some of the
large prams occupy considerable space—I
would suggest that hooks such as are pro-
vided on privately-owned buses and on the
trolley-buses be fitted on the front and rear
of tramears so that if the crew of the car
could not or would not lift the pram aboard,
the mother herself ecould put it on the hook
and be sure that it was accompanying her
to her destination.

Reference was also made by the momber
for Claremont to the beauntifying of the city
and its surroundings, presumably in order
that we and tourists might enjoy the
scenery. We have in this State, and not
always at a great distance from the city,
beautiful natural seemery, and if we had
zood means of transport to reach there and
return in quick time, we could exploit these
beauty spots for the tourist traffic that would
come our way. In pre-war days it was
usual for mail boats fo eall each week, one
inwards and one outwards; they arrived
carly in the morning and departed at night.
Passengers, with the idea of seeing some-
thing of our eity, uswally made their way
only to Perth, beeause there were no trans-
port facilities to go Further, and they had
to stay around the city. If means were pro
vided to get out during the day a distanec
of from 30 to 50 miles—there is no reason
why that should not be provided—they
would gee something of ocur ecountry and
serve as ambas<adors in advertising the
beauties of the State. By that means not
only would the tourist traffic be enhaneed bt
new settlers would be induced to come here
permanently, With these remarks and in
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the liope that the war will soon be ended
and that we can assume a little more re-
sponsibility in our peacetime progress, I
support the motion,

MR. TELFER (Avon): As a new mem-
ber I wish to express my appreciation of
the many courtesies shown to me by mem-
bers of the Homse. I am also extremcly
thankful for the help that Ministers havo
given me from time to time, I feel it my
duty to assist in bringing about a better
post-war readjustment. I was very glad to
have heard the expression that security is
one of our dominating desires. Seecurity
from fear, security from want and security
to see that our children receive good edu-
cation ave certainly amongst the dominating
factors for ns to exploit. 'The expression
hes also beeu used that it is desirable to
sec that our State is more densely pupu-
lated and that people in the country get
more out of life. I look at things in this
way. If we ean provide decent amcnities
for the country, people will go there. In
the pnst the country has had only 10 per
cent. of amenities and 90 per cent. of lip-
serviee. [ regret very much that those in
power in the Commonwealth over the Iast
15 years have allowed a shocking stnty of
affairs to develop.

It the conntryside were given n lerent
standard of living, proper housing, good edu-
cational facilities, water, transport and
amenities in the towns, I feel that three-
parts of our objective to populate the
countryside would be achieved. We have
to accept it that all things have a founda-
tion. I am of opinion that our economic life
mainly depends upon the man on the land.
[f he does well, naturally the industrialist
does well, ns does also the business men and
the professional man. If we place the man
on the land on a seund footing we all mo
forward, We must recognise, and the com-
munity must recognisc that no one section
can go forward while another is going haek-
wargd for any considerable period of time,
There should be more team work to allow
all sections of the community to go forward,
for then we would not have s0 many hvart-
hurnings as have Leen experienced. Our heri-
tage should give us a reasonable standard.
That must be one of the dominating fae-
tors in the days to come. Scientists in the
piast have on many occasions worked for
the henefit of the individual. The work of
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the scientist today should be for the benefit
of the people as a whole.

We have the wrong outlook as to money
values. The only funetion of money is to ex-
change one group of eommodities for an-
other. Money in its original form was never
made to be bought and sold. Things were
the other way round. It was for the pur-
pose of exchanging one gronp of eommodi-
ties for another. The wealth of our country-
side lies in our goods and services. Money
itself cannot restore life or health. 1t is
the physieal ability of the doctor which
restores health. If the war went on for 10
vears money would not have any effect upon
it. Money did not save Singapore. It is
lahour and the products and the equipment
of war that could have saved Singapore.
That is how I rezard money. It must be
our poliey to see that money or bank eredit
is owr servant and not our master.

Depressions are not necessary. If we have
a surplus of labour it is definitely the duty
of the Commonwealth and State Govern-
ments to make work for that labowr., If
necessary let us get bank credit with which
to do that, The Commonwealth Bank must
be put back into its true position. We in
this House oughf{ to press for that if we are
to work and feam up with goodwill We
will then have less bickering between em-
ployer and employee. A lot of the trouble
today is due to the harvesting of the crop
that was sown 15 years ago when we had
unemployed in the strects, men begging
for work and so on. That only brings abont
syndicalism, and the result of that is bad
thoughts. That js the harvest we are reaping
today. In the post-war period I say that
money for national works such as transport,
railways, water supplies, electric power,
national building, schools, ete., should be
made available at one-balf per cent. interest.
Tt is fantastic to look at the railway balanie
sheet and find that that concern is paying
over £1,000,000 in interest, representing 20
per eent, of its income. The burden on the
eountry eannot he carried.

Perhaps we must have price-tixing com-
missioners for a long time after the war, be-
cause we cannot put up with the old jungle
law of supply and demand, where the strong
erushes the weak, e have heard a lot in
the past of this wonderfnl law of supply
and demand, but T regard it as the eruellest
law that ean prevail. Speaking of priees
brings me hack to the man on the land. Tt
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is defnitely a State and Federal job to pro-
vide & planned production and for the con-
trol of production. If wheat were worth
5s, or 20s, a bag it would not interferc
with its life-giving qunalities. Whether we
got our wool for 6d. or 1ls. 6d. per Ih. it
would still give the same degree of warmth
to our bodies, That is how things are. It
we wnut to keep people on the land we must
give them security. There must be a general
levelling up of prices.

Water in the back-blocks should not be
any deaver than it is to a man close to a weir.
The ran at the weir should not have to pay
more for his bread than does the man in the
back country. Serviees, costs and amenities
300 miles into the back country should not
be anv more expensive than at a spot 30
miles from the city. We should have
eyuality. Why should the man in the hack
country le envrying the hurden? My re-
marks more or less apply to education.
Compare the country child with the city
child. T heard of a man in the city today
who was prepared to spend £15¢ on the pur-
chase of a eommodious car so that he could
transport his two children to sehool. Ho
also nroposed to pick up another 5 children
and to travel 50 miles on a round trip every
dayv. Compare that with what is happening
in the eity! Tt is shocking that children
should e up sgainst such a disability.

As stated hy the member for Perth we
find monitors in charge of schools,. We
sometimes see o small school with only eight
childven and as many elasses, and a monitor
who has not had more than 12 months train-
g put in eharge. That is not giving jus-
tice to country children. The reason why
we are losing cquite a lot of people from
the country is heeause they are not satisfied
with the educational facilities provided. A
great many have gone away. Whilst T
appreciate that the Minister for Education
is spending perhaps £1,000 a day more than
his predecessors did on edueation, I eontend
that it is not enough. He will require to
spend an additionnl £1,000 a day to provide
the necessary opportunities for our country
children. I will say that the Minister i«
standing up well to his job, and 1 hape he
will do a great deal more than has been done
for {he epuntry children. In the country we
require modern school buses, hostels for the
children, central schools where raral, tech-
nieal and post primarv eduenation ean he
given,
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We also want & few high schools and do
not want them all centralised on the coast.
We contend that there ought{ to be one at
least every 100 miles so as to give all child-
ren a chanee to secure higher education and
take on a professional career. I was re-
cently present at a road board conference
when the matter of edueation and high
schools was diseussed and the conference
was definitely of opinion that these high
schools shonld be erected in order to give
childven in farming districts and on the
goldficlds an opportunity to secure the same
educational facilities as arve available to
children in the more thickly populated dis-
triets. I am of opinion that the eurriculum
should be changed ito include a course of
citizenship, Tn some of our comntry schools
I do not think one per cent, of the children
could give the name of the Minister for
Works.

Several members interjected.

The Minister for Works:
thought!

Mr. TELFER: That is the fault of our
system. Greater assistance should be ren-
dered to country infant welfare centres.
These centres, both in the metropolitan area
and in the eountry, have suffered on aceount
of the war, but the country centres have to
contend with transport difficulties, besides
which they have to pay their nurses about
£120 a year. Therefore they should reecive
additional assistanee,

If members could hear what the Town
Planning Commissioner has to say about
country houses they would be amazed. 1
have heard him state that not 5 per cent.
of the farmers” eountry houses measure up
to standard health laws, not 50 per cent. are
supplied with running water and only 40
per eent, have baths and kitchen sinks.

Mr. Leslie: Less than that.

Mr. TELFER: Conditions in country
homes should be sunch that refrigeration
becomes standard equipment. In some of our
small country townships T have seen the
fourth-rafe houses in which railway fettlers
are forced to live. Railway harracks in
many cases are in a shocking eondition:
there is only onc respectable barracks that
I have seen and that is the one at Northam.
1 do not altogether blame the Minister for
Railways for these disabilitics, they are the
result of the wretehed slavery to which we
are committed by our monetary system.

Mr. Marshall : Hear, hear!

Perish  the
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My. TELFER: In our promised new ordey
we should definitely break away from that
system; the Minister is hard put to it be-
eause he must find over one million per
annum for interest.

Railway tvansport is mueh below par.
Our passenger services should at least be
privileged to travel 150 miles in four hours
instead of tuking seven. BEven if it costs
£3,000,008 to get our railways up to a
decent  standard, we should impress
upen the Commonwenlth that it should
make the money available for the purpose
at a cheap rate of interest. The depart-
ment should control the country bus ser-
vices and use lhem as feeders for the rail-
way serviee in order to give the publie
quick and frequent serviees. The Minister
hos =uid that he is purchasing six Diescls;
I think he ought to get three or four times
that number. Country residents are en-
titled to such amenities and if these were
provided not only would they have hetter
transport facilities but they would be en-
abled to make exeursions to the coast. I
quote the case of the nurses in the hos-
pital at Merredin. They are working seven
days a week and eventually get five or six
days off. Yet they cannot avail themselves
of a cheap trip to the coast because the
existing service does not fit in with the
week-end. If we are to keep nurses in these
country hospitals they should be privilezed,
after having worked continuously for a
month, {o have a cheap excursion tu the
coast for live or six davs. If sueh ameni-
ties as cdueation, water supply, transport
and stabilised markets were made available
in the country, then I think it would not be
neeessary fo solicit people to setfle on the
land. They would go te the country of
their own aceord.

1 suegest to the Minister for Lands (hat
he =hould try to secure the 12s per acre
restriction for another year. The wise man
in the street tells me that we may get in-
creased  supplties of superphosphate this
vear to the extent of about 58 lbs. to the
acre, Tf that should be the case and the
restriction is lifted it would be equal to
40 1bs. of 17 per cent. superphosphate and
would not provide the amount of =uper
required for farm lands. Abattoirs and meat
chilling works should be esiablished in the
country. They should he part of our
seheme of deeentralisation. I also hope
that the Minister will give thought to the
personal comfort question. I do not think
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the farmer wants to be at all unfair. Get-
ting down to bedrock he puts his case this
way: Ill-heslth or some other misfortune
compels him to leave his farm and he
should be allowed to go to a private tri-
hunal and be relieved of his obligations.
It a man leaves a farm and goes into
huxiness and is absent seven or eight years
the road board ean go on to his property
during that time to destroy rabbits and
vermin and can submit a bill for as much
a~ t100, for which he can bhe sued. It is
not right that the personal covenant debt
should follow a man for that length of
time. The average farmer is quite agree-
ahle to the personal covenant =o long as
he remains on the property, but if he
leaves it he hopes that he will at once be
wviven relief. Tt may be said that such a
man could go through the hankruptey
vourt.  That is true, but sueh a procedure
ix expensive and places a stigma on a man.
The problem of water supplies iz also im-
portant. *Water’’ is a simple word hut
1the Minister for Works has a tough time
shead of him to meet the needs of people
in the country in this connection. Sheep
and stock have been increased fowrfold
and the position will be very acute duving
the coming summer. I hope the Minister
for Works has & very good programme in
mind for the handling of the situation.

The Minister for Works: I hope it rains
like the devil soon.

Mr. TELFER: The Minister is not the
only one who wishes that. I fecel that we
should team up and try to obtain several
olher amenities for the country such as
swimming pools and better sanitation in
some of the larger towns. We are entitled
to have some of the beantification schemes
that were outlined by the wmemher for
Claremont. The war has proved that our
physieal ability to provide goods and ser-
vices should be the dominating faetor and
not money.

MR. MANN (Beverlev): In the first
place 1 should like to congratulate the new
members of the House on their cxeellent
speeches.  After having been in the House
for 15 vears T can assure them that their
speeches were capital. I remember that
when T first came to the House and made
my maiden speech there was a much colder
atmosphere then than has been in evidence
in later years. I enjoyed the speeches of
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the new members on this side of the House
and I must congratnlate the Government on
its acquisition of two excellent supporters
on ity side of the House. In moving the
Address-in-reply the member for Nelson,
althongh a seeretary of a union, revealed
commendable interest in the rural areas.
The member for Avom, too, has definite
opinions on rural matters. I am sure that
other members on this side of the House
find it rcfreshing to have new blood intro-
duced into the Chamber, men with a broad
outleok as opposed to the narrow parochial
city viewpoint.

The Minister for Mines: There are very
few ity members in this House.

Mr. MANN: T appreciate the interjection,
but T am afraid that when people become
domieiled in the cily they become imbued
with a metropolitan outlook.

The Ainister for Justice: Not always, and
espeeinlly not when they still have interests
in the country,

Mr. MANN: There is no doubt that the
greatest factor in life is environment, and
that a eity environment breeds an entirely
different outlook frem that evident in the
country areas.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MANN: T sappose the most import-
ant problem facing the people, not only of
Western Australia but of Australia, today
is the fortheoming Referendam. I may nok
have spoken on the Referendum tonight ex-
eept for the fact that the subjeet was raiscd
by the member for East Perth. Perhaps
hecanse of his youth he considered it was
essential to raise the question. The Bill of
Rights passed on the 13th February, 1689,
laid down the principle that for the redress
of all grievances, and the amending, strength-
ening and preserving of the laws, Parlia-
ment should meet frequently. Now, what
has happened in Western Australia? Par-
linrnent, which ought to mect frequentty, ad-
journed last November and did not meet
apain until the end of July of this year.
Is that preserving the rights of the people?
Why has the Government allowed so long
a time to elapse between sittings? Are we
not in the same position in this State as in
the Eastern States where we are under Fed-
eral control by regulation, and not by Par-
linment? I understand that the Government
entrusted with the control of this State de-
cided last November that it was not neces-
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sary to eall Parliament together until July
of this year. That is an astounding state
of affairs. If we are going to continue that
way no wonder the people say, “Down with
demoeracy and have a central form of gov-
ernment.”

If members study the history of Ireland
of 1800, which I commend to them, they
will find that the Bill of Rights sold Ireland,
whieh had home rule, into the hondage of an
Empire. Half of Ireland comes within the
Empire, and balf is outside. Members will
find that the position in Australia today, so
far as the States are concerned, is that we
will be selling our birthright if we pass this
Referendum. We will be placing ourselves
under the control of a parliament 2,000 miles
away, a vastly greater distance than that
hetween Dublin and London. The Com-
monwealth Government rarely meets. It has
long recesses and the business of the Gov-
ernment is earried out by regulation. Last
night T heard the Federal Opposition Leader,
Mr. Menzies, diselose to the public just
what happens.

Mr. Cross: Did he tell you what eompanies
he was interested in?

Mr. MANN: I thonght that government
by regulation meant that His Execllency, the
King's Representative, was present when
Cabinet discnssed the various matters, but
the hon. gentleman disclosed that two senior
Ministers of the Crown, plns one other, can
pass any regulation. It is then broadcast
hy His Excelleney’s command. Even as the
Commonwealth Parliament has hrought dis-
graee upon ifself as a result of its control
by regulation, so has this State Parliament
disgraced itself by its infrequent sittings
and long periods without meeting. If we
are going to govern properly, the people
have a right to expect the House to mect
more frequently. T hope that the Referen-
dum will not be ecarried. If members read
the history of Iveland, to which I referred
a moment ago, they will find that in those
days a verv dishonest lot of men eomprised
the Government. T say, without fear of
contradiction, that today there is a good
deal of dishonesty in the Commonwealth
Governient.

The Minister for Mines: That js not fair.

Mr. ATANN: T have a perfect right to say
it

The Minister for Mines: It is a miserable
remark,
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Mv, MANN: TIt'is not; it is a justified
statement. The Minister for Mines, as an
old soldier of the last war, must appreeiate
this: When the soldiers of Vietoria at their
last conference asked the Prime Minister
whether he was agreeable to preferenee to
soldiers, he said, ‘‘If the Referendum is
earried it will he considered.’’

The Minister for Mines: ITe did not say
anything of the sort.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MANN: These men are giving their
lives for Australia.

The Minister for Mines: He did not say
anything of the sort and you know it.

Mr. MANN: It was puoblished in the
paper and if such reports are not ecorrect
they are denied. This has not been denied.
The majority of us present have sons in the
Fighting Forees. It is a despicable thing
to treat these men in such a way in order
to pass the Referendum.

The Minister for Mines: Why did you not
advoeate preference for the last 20 years?

Mr. MANN: I am also concerned with the
position of affairs in Augstralia today. What
do we find? Tt is o case of strike after
strike!  Australin has developed inte a
political-ridden country devoid of law and
order. The coalminers in the Eastern Statrs
are out almost every day.

Mr. Wilson interjected.

Mr. MANN: A Labour Government is in
power in hoth Federal Houses, Are these
men loyal to their organisation®

The Minister for Mines: That is what is
hurting.

Mr. MANN: What is hurting is that the
Lahour Party is being run by the Com-
munist Party of Australia. That is per-
fectly true, and by interjection the member
for Collie says, “Why not?"

The Minister for Works: He did not say
that,

Mr. MANN: If these men are justified in
striking then so are the men in the front
line, I have a son in the Army and so has
the Minister for Mines. Other members
have sons in the Forces, too. These boys
receive Bs. 6d. a day to fight for their coun-
try while men drawing £10 to £14 a week
ean strike. Is that right?

Mr. Thorn: The Food Controller draws
£34 a week.

Mr. MANN: Whether the Referendum is
carried or not I venture to say that hefore
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the next five yeavs are over Australia will
fuace a bloody revolution.

Hon, W, 1. Johnson: A revolution!

Mr. MANN: The member for Gnildford-
Midland has a very sarcastic mind. He may
not he imbued with the same patriotic ideals
as 1 am. I have a son in the Army. He pro-
bably has not. Does the hon. member think
that we will experienge marvellous times
in Anstralis in the future? I sav that we
will face a revolution when the war is over.
Strikos ecannot be tolerated. When the Gov-
ernment of the day asks for greater powers
and is not prepared to control cven the
strike question or put an end to deflance
of law and order, it is not fit to control the
destinies of Australia. Apparently the posi-
tion is that we have reached a state of
lawles<ness that no country for long conld
tolerate.  Evervone must realise that the
present state of affairs eannot continue,

Mr. Cross: You are magnifying things.

Mr. MANN: T am not magnifying things
in the least. Tf the hon, member were can-
did, he would agree with me. He knows that
what T say is true. He was horn on British
soil and must pay tribute to the land of his
hirth after all that Britain has experienced
in the last few years. So I say that the
hon. member, with his loyalty to the land of
hig birth, must feel ashamed at the state of
affairs that prevails in Australia,

Myr. Cross: I am ashamed of some of
your vemarks.

Mr. MANN: The position is as 1 have ex-
plained it, and there must be an end to it.
The Prime Minister has made repeated ap-
peals to Australin to inerease produetion
in various directions, but in many instances
his appeals have fallen on deaf ears. How
long is this sort of thing to econtinue? To
me the tolerance exhibited by our men in
the Fighting Forees is nothing short of mar-
vellons. 1 joined the Fighting Forces in 1914
and was in action in 1915. But what hap-
pens tn the young men of today? Many of
our hoys have been under discipline for
four vears. They may not have been fight-
ing all that fime, but they have certainly
been under diseipline. The Anstralian sol-
dier hates diseipline; nothing is more annoy-
ing to him. Yet these young men have been
disciplined =all that time, fined for g first
offence for a hreach of diseipline and pun-
ished to the extent of receiving 28 days
imprisonment for a sceond offence. And
while these conditions are applied te our
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boys in the Serviees, we tolerate these strikes
by miners and lumpets, What a pitiful
state of affairs!

We have a man like Calwell telling the
people that the States that do not agree to
erant the additional powers to the Common-
wealth will be denied their rights. He went
on to say that if the Referendum is not
passed, New South Wales and Queensland
will ret the full benefit. Words fail me
when a pup like that talks to the people of
Ansiralia in that way. Anyhow, speaking
as one of the fourth generation of Aus-
tralian-horn, I szy cmphatically that we are
eonfronted with a very difficult position,
When the Government controls everything
by verulation as is heing done today, therc
is no doubt that the country is fast drifting
into Facism. It is really a dictatorship.
Here is an instance. A woman and her
daughter desived to open a tea-room, and
applied for & permit, The husband is man-
aging a farm, A bureauerat decided that
there was no need for a tea-room, and so
these people are not allowed to operate. Is
nat that dietatorship pure and simple? Our
fariners have heen promised more super.
hut they were asked to manage on 40 Ibs,
of super. to the mere. That restrietion did
not apply to the Eastern States; it applied
only to this isolated State of Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Thorn: This ontpost!

Mr. MANN: Yes, but a most important
outpost, and it is denied the right that is
conceded to the Fastern States. Time will
soon show whether the Referendam will he
earried or not. If it is earried, I cannot
believe that we shall experience those golden
days that some people seem to expect. 1
was greatly impressed with the remarks of
soma of the members of the delegations
from England and Canada.

Mr. Cross interjected.

Mr. MANN: Let me assure the member
for Canning that Britain has sent some very
worthy men to this country, and T would
far sooner he found in assceiation with them
than with the hon. member.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
bev must not reflect upon another member,

The Minister for Works: Yon onght to
withdraw that remark.

Mr. MANN: If T have huet the hon. mem-
her’s feelings, T will withdraw. We in this
State are facing the driest season on record
for many years.
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The Minister for Works: Now you are
getting down to facts.

Mr. MANN: The carlier portion of my
speech dealt equally with faets. We are
faced with an exceptionally bad season and,
on top of that, we have war eonditions, some
of those conditions very foolish, too. For
a long time there has heen a large hody of
men in the Army undergoing training in
Australia, If, after a man had completed
12 months’ training, he had been allowed to
return to farming we would have gained a
tremendous amount of production. Any
memher who has worn the King's uniform
knows what an irksome life continuous camp
routine can he. Even though the fear of in-
vasion has passed, these men are still tied up
in the Army, and the farming industry has
deteriorated rapidly, For this deteriovation
there arec other reasons as well, some of
which were certainly aveidable. The short-
age of fodder in the rural areas is really
alarming. Today hardly & ton of hay can
be found in my clectorate. Moreover, there
is not a bag of oats to bhe bought.

I have lived my 50 years in Western Aus-
{ralin, and my experirnee cnables me to per-
ceive very definitely a eonsiderable shortage
of fat stock for some time to come. Again,
there is little outlook for the export lamb
trade. Truring a few years before the war
the farmer had been gambling on the sea-
sons. Labour was not available for farm
work. At the present time many farmers
are buying wheat from the bins, I ask mem-
bers to bear in mind that this is the month
of August. Each day the weather gets drier,
Mundaring Weir already is down 15 feet.
During the last fortnight I have made o
survey of dams in my eclectorate, and in
most of them there was only a foot of water.

Hon, W. D. Johuson: Why don’t you get
a Government to make it ratn?

Mr. MANX: That is a fotile remark,

Hon. W. I). Johnson: Why do you moan?

Mr, MANN: At least we can, through the
medivm of onr voices, point out how we
could help ourselves in the futare. If no
labour hecomes available to the farmers, the
results will he dire. As regards sheep, I
have seen in my electorate verv few floeks
where more than 20 per cent. of lambs were
marked. That is a most serious state of af-
fairs, heeause the feeding of Britain angd the
Allied Armed Forces is as serions a qutes-
tion for Australia as is the feeding of Aus-
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tralin itself. Crops todsy are remnrkably
green and very short, and therefore with de-
cent rains they will probably mature.

From a pastoral aspeet, however, the posi-
tion is very bad. It is essential that faymers
shonld conserve fodder. The Commonweaith
Government, ar else the Western Australian
Government, should have said, “We will re-
tain a covtain proportion of men to keep our
primary indnstries going.” Today, anlike
South Australia, Western Australia has be-
come subservient to the Commonwenlth Gov-
ernment. That, I repeat, is not the pouition
in South Austrnlia. South Australia has
fought the Commonwealth Government and
got away with it. Without the primary in-
dustries, our seeondary industries will not he
worth anything. During the war period
Western Australia has gone back eonsider-
ably, wherens some Australian Stntes have
progressed immensely. Tast week we had the
pitiful spectacle of a tram strike in this
State. I was looking forward to a clean
sheet, as far as strikes are concerned, dur-
ing the war period. I am convinced that he-
fore long our friends now opposite will he
glad to eome aver to this side of the House
in order to fight against Communism.

T have heen concerned recently about the
position at the Claremont asylum, where, I
understand, a number of nurses have been
taken away by the Military authorities. ln
my opinion, those nurses are marvellons
women to stand up to their job of caring for
the insane. In the whole world there is
nothing more pathetic than an insane per-
son, and in taking eare of persons so af-
flicted the nurses nre overworked. When the
Bill which has been foreshadowed is brought
down, it will be considered by this side of
the Chamber, Let me point out that a girl
trainee upon cntering the oursing profession
receives only 10s, per week., When she
reaches the stage of being paid 17s. 6d. per
week, she is taxed, I ask, is there any more
honourable vocation in the world today than
that of nursing the sick? The girl who goes
into the Air Force or the Army draws twiee
the amount of pay given to nurses. In fact,
the girl who wishes to become a nurse is
penalised. Tt musg be bhorne in mind, tro,
that a trainee nurse goes through a great
deal of hardship. Today the object of the
majority of people is moncy—money the
whole time. But girls who take up norsing
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have a definite love for that ealling. Girls
who have not that love are nseless for nurs-
ing. I emphasise that girls whe take up
nursing should be hetter treated than they
are at present,

Now to matters affecting the farming in-
dustry! What today worries the farmer is
feed for his stock and sheep. The farme:
sells his stock on the mavket at MMidland
Junetion. That market is aptl to fall. 1 have
scen it fall 10s, in the course of a week. The
city people, however, derive no advantage
from that dvop. I consider that all stock
should be killed at Midland Junction, graded,
and sold on hooks. The Minister for Lands
considers that to be a hig job, and has ap-
pointed a departmental board of inguiry to
investigate the subject. T should have liked
that task to be performed by a Select Com-
mittee of this House, To departmental
boards I am catirely opposed. They savour
far too much of hureaucracy. However, in
this instance, an inquiry is to be held by a
deparimental officer. A Seleet Committee of
this House would be comprised of men hold-
ing various views and that departmental
officer might. place his views before them. If
he himself makes an inquiry he must neecs-
sarily he parochial because his thoughts
would he cast in one line.

Since the meat restrictions have been
impased there has been no reduction in the
supply to the retail hutcher, but his eceil-
ing price is higher and he is reaping the
benefit. Further, he does not now deliver
meat to his customers, who are compelled
to get it at his shop and tnke it away
themselves. Both the retail and the whole-
sale butchers ave making enormons profits,
Tf mntton were heing sold off hooks, as it
is in the lambh export trade, the eonsumers
would reap some benefit. Many butchers
are buying small, old, culled ewes because
they are fat and can he sold either as small
hogget or as lamb,

The Minister for Mines:
wotld make a differencefl

Mr. MANN: I€ the meat were sold in
the way I suggest the consumer would get
a better quality at a reasonable, fixed price.
The public during the past month or so
have had a taste of dehydrated mntton. I
have seen that meat in Perth and I am
sorry for the consumers.

Mint sauce

Member: Tt is frozen mutton,
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Mr. MANN: No, I think it is dehydrated
mutton. I think it will be found that it is
the elass of mutton which was bought by
the Government in October last at 1d. per
lb. It was sold as ¢ulled ewe or excessively
fat crossired type. At any rate, it has been
in the freezer and the public had a taste
of if. [t would be a change to have rab-
bits or kangaroo.

The Miuister for Mines: You are lucky
te get vabbhits.

Mr. MAXN: The reason for the high
price of mutton today is maladministra-
tion. Tast year the Commonweanlth Gov-
ernment fixed the price of mutton in
Qetolior and refused to adjust it in April,
May and June on the higher basis. The
farmer promptly refused to feed his sheep
on that basis. If he cunnot get an in-
creased price for his stock, he will not
hand-feed it during the dry months hut
will turn it out to grass. As I say, this
position has been brought about purely by
maladministration, Mutton i3 not avail-
able today, and, as far as Western Aus-
tralia is concerned, there will be no inerease
in mutton supplies until November of this
year.

The Minister for Mines: But we have
rabhits here.

Myp. MANN: The farmer has not reserves
of feed and will be forced to turn his
stoek out. Anvhow, I have not anything
further to add except that I sincerely hope
the vwar will eome to a qnick end. What
the future will be it is hard to say. I
repest. without posing as a prophet, that
unless our industrial eonditions in Austra-
lia ave altered when the men return from
the Front—whether the ‘‘Yes’’ or the
““No'’ vote he suceessful—we shall faee
a bloody revolution.

On motion by Mr. Fox, debate adjourned,

House adjonrned at 8.4 pm.



